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Thank you

“Thanks to all our contributors
for their generous support”

On behalf of Prabasi of New England
We would like to thank you once again for your
help in putting this magazine together for our
members and well wishers!.

We look forward to working
with you again in coming years.

With regards from......

The Executive Committe

of
The Prabasi of New England
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A New Haven Evening - Nilay Mukherjee 18
Editorial Board: Gouti Datta / Rekha Basu / Sumit Nag Plase visit: www.prabasione.org

Disclaimer: This publication used material and graphics from varied sources. All compilations are mainly for
informational purposes and not for any commercial interest. In some cases proper acknowledgement or
permission may not have been obtained, as the source may be unknown. If any copyright violation has
occurred, we truly apologize for that. The Magazine committee accepts no liability for errors (spelling or other
wise) in any individual’s submission. The content does not necessarily reflect our views and opinions.
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Among the traditions that come with the religious festival of Durga Puja for Bengalis every
autumn is the Puja magazine, a forum to express blended cultural thoughts of the mother
country, India, with the changing immigrant notions of the new settlement .The annual Puja
festival, though basically rooted in Hindu religious rites, is a time of transcendence, and through
its joyous celebratory ambience, invites the participation of all people, and a dissolution of all
fences between religion, caste and creed.

The central deity figure of worship in this religious celebration is Durga Ma — our Eternal
Mother. She is at once a maternal symbol of immaculate kindness and compassion, but also a
powerful force to be contended with. The people of the earth, awed by her beauty and power,
welcome her with drum beats, conch shell sounds, flowers, sandalwood paste, lights of earthen
lamps and ecstatic mantra prayers - -

Ya Devi Sarba bhuteshu Shanti rupena sahangsthita - ‘Thou who manifests in all beings as
peace - -

Ironically, despite all our prayers for world peace and amalgamation of love and diversity, and
all the progress made in education, science, humanities, industry and culture -- there still lurk
land mines of intolerance and hatred in surprising areas of the world. .

The recent killings of Sahihtya Academy Award winning Kannad writer, Professor Kalibergi and
that of Uttar Pradesh’s Mohummad Akhlaqg are sad reminders to us of the lack of individual
choice and freedom of speech —still persistent, and that we still have miles to traverse to make
the world a better place. Our Puja magazine joins the rest of the civil world in protesting these
tragic happenings even while we lift our voices to sing of the partial headways we try to make,
and poise our pens to say that in poetry.
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A New Haven Evening

Nilay Mukerjee

It was 8:30 pm on a Wednesday evening. Ronodeep walked into the Barcelona Restaurant
in New Haven, Connecticut. Described on Yelp as a wine and tapas bar with three dollar
signs next to it, the restaurant presented a dim, cozy ambience to Ronodeep’s somewhat
tired senses. He had been working in the lab all day and had just made a minor
breakthrough. The viscoelastic effect he had been hoping to demonstrate in the valve he
was designing had finally materialized. “It is just as the theory predicts”, he had said
elatedly to his colleague. It is not often that things happen according to what the theory
predicts. Such is life and Ronodeep knew it: he was determined to be happy about the few
times that it did.

After he got off work, he had checked into the Omni Hotel on Temple Street in New
Haven and worked out in the gym. This was the fourth week in a row that he had stayed
at this hotel: the project he was working on was in the “prototyping phase” and his boss
was getting impatient: it was time to step up to the plate and hit a homerun! As Ronodeep
entered the gym, he recognized the people working out: regulars that he saw every week
he stayed at the hotel. The gay guy that had tried to pick him up a few weeks earlier was
there and looked away as soon as Ronodeep entered. The elderly woman with a brown
birth-mark the shape of Australia on her thigh was there, talking in a condescending tone
to what Ronodeep surmised was her son:” I called you but you did not pick up!” she said,
as she pedaled furiously on the elliptic climber. Ronodeep felt a strange sense of being at
home as he did his 30 minute treadmill exercise regimen. He watched Adam Richman on

Man vs. Food try to eat a massive plate of steak and fries that weighed a whopping 25
pounds, in 40 minutes or less. He lost: Ronodeep was not surprised but he kept watching
in awe as the man labored at this self-imposed torture, wiping sweat from his face and
pretending he was having a good time. The workout had made Ronodeep hungry and
after a quick shower, he stepped out of the hotel and into the first restaurant on the left:
Barcelona: Wine and Tapas bar.
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Ronodeep seated himself at the bar. There were two bartenders: a tall, handsome, black
man with very short hair and a shorter Caucasian man. The latter came up to Ronodeep
with a smile: “Good Evening my friend! My name is Julian. What can I get you to
drink?”

Ronodeep scanned the bottles behind the man’s back and ordered a single malt: Balvenie,
Double Wood 12 years. Then his Indian genes kicked in, he panicked and asked the
bartender how much it cost. 15$ for a shot: Ronodeep relaxed, it was within the
guidelines of the expense guidelines of his company. He could spend $75 dollars for
dinner with alcohol accounting for no more than half the bill.

The Balvenie Doublewood Single Malt Scotch whiskey is a 12 year old single malt which
gains a distinctive character from being matured in two woods: the whiskey is transferred
from a traditional oak whisky cask to a Spanish oak sherry cask: each stage lends
different qualities to this single malt. As Ronodeep went through his newly-learnt, 11 step
process of sampling whiskey, he tried to gauge the nose, mouthfeel and finish of this
highly rated drink. He was not confident he could describe what he tasted, but he knew he
liked it. “It is easy to develop good taste”, he chuckled to himself,” especially when
someone else is paying for it.”

The phone rang and Ronodeep answered it. It was his son Raj. “Hi Daddy!”, Raj said “ I
am working on a very tough problem and I need your help”. Raj was in sixth grade and
had always thought of himself as being a math genius of sorts. To add to his delusion, one
of Raj’s friends had spread the rumor that Raj had already learnt Calculus. Although this
was not true, Raj had basked in the awe and glory that accompanied such a rumor.
Recently however, there was a tryout for the math team at his school and the poor boy
had performed miserably. His confidence was shaken and Raj was now trying to solve
hard problems on his own. Ronodeep was delighted at this turn of events and was
naturally, very supportive.

“This is the problem”, Raj said.” Say, in a school, there are a 1000 students and a
thousand lockers numbered one to thousand” Ronodeep knew right away that this was
going to be a bitch. Raj continued: ”Let us say that we open all the lockers. Then we close
all the lockers that are multiples of two.”

“OK” said Ronodeep, exhaling slowly. He knew where this was going.

“Then you go to all the lockers that are multiples of 3. If they are open, you close them, if
they are closed, you open them. So you close 3, but open 6 because you closed it because

it was a multiple of two... do you get it?”

“I get it. Go on.”
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“You keep doing this until you get to multiples of 1000. The question is, which lockers
are still left open at the very end. I tried to do this one by brute force and I got all the way
to multiples of 12: but I can’t seem to find a pattern. Can you help me?”

Ronodeep smiled to himself. This was a problem that he knew how to do. He had first
heard of this problem as a kid and had remembered it well because he had posed it to
many of his friends and then wowed them as he solved it. He wondered if he should
exhibit the same gamesmanship with his son and then decided against it.

“Well son, the first thing you have to realize is the following: Let us say that a certain
locker is numbered N. The number of times you will open and close it will depend on the
number of factors of N including 1 and itselt”

“What?” said Raj on the phone.

“Think of the number 3... how many times do you open and close it...... well, once you
open it because it is a multiple of 1. Then you close it because it is a multiple of 3 and
that is it. Do you get it? So for 4, you will get 1,2 and 4..three factors... open, close, open.
Yes?”

“Yes...I see,” said Raj” That means if there are an odd number of factors, the locker will
remain open, else it will be closed”

“Ataboy” said Ronodeep” You got the first step covered. Now all you have to do is find
out all the numbers that have an odd number of factors and you are done”

“How do I do that?” asked Raj in dismay.

“Well,” said Ronodeep, enjoying himself tremendously.” Think of what I taught you
about the number of factors for any given number. If a number N can be factorized into

aP-bdct, where a, b and c are primes, then the number of factors is (p+1).(q+1).(r+1).
“What?”, said Raj.

The next five minutes was spent in explaining this mathematical fact over the phone. It
was not easy and involved the drawing up of tables and the writing out of all possible
factors, but it was eventually done.

“Well”, said Ronodeep” Now you can see that if any of p, q or r is odd, then p+1, gq+1,
r+1 will become even, the number of factors will be even and the locker will be closed.
The only time the number of factors is odd is when ALL of p,q and r are even, in which
case N will be a square number.
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“What?” said Raj.

Another 5 minutes were spent in explanations. Eventually Raj got it, or so Ronodeep
thought. He was going to have to check up on the boy when he got back.

After he hung up with a satisfied smirk on his face, Ronodeep noticed that the two seats
next to him had been taken by a couple of young girls. One of the girls was saying to the
tall bartender in a very loud voice: “I am a wine person” and then giggled. It was an
obvious case of flirtation and Rondeep immediately cued in. Here was a young woman on
the lookout for a man: and that very fact interested Ronodeep intensely. Ronodeep
quickly whipped out his smartphone and pretended to read his Facebook page with deep
attention. Over the next few minutes, he heard several snippets of conversation as the
girls talked to each other and to the bartender.

“I am a psych major”

“I am in Biology: no we are not business people. I want to go into, like, research”

“I got a A- on my report. I have no freaking clue why she gave me an A-*

“I am so impressed by her: she showed me that it is possible to be successful and have a
family at the same time: I want to tell her that, I really do. But how do I do that without
coming across as sucking up to her: I don’t want her to think I am telling her this because
I want her to give me an A. That would be awful!”

“My mom makes, like, 90,000 dollars a year. But she told me that if she wanted her job
now, there is no freaking way she could get it. She got by with a C in calculus. Now you
have to freaking get at least a B to even have a chance. Life just got harder!”

Ronodeep listened and slowly a mental picture emerged. These were privileged girls:
second generation college goers: who else could afford to eat at an expensive restaurant
on a Wednesday night? Despite the liberal use of the F word, these girls were from
wealthy backgrounds.

The phone buzzed and Ronodeep saw he had a notification. His college
professor-frustrated bachelor-math genius-friend from high school had posted a rant that
went something like this:

Last week was Diwali and the campus was full of all sorts of desi males dressed in
colored, long, churidar-type things: I am sure the mid-western Americans think they are
in dresses -- Halloween costumes perhaps. I used to think that the Bengali "Punjabi" --
white or khaddar and much shorter in length-- is a reasonable upper wear that Bengalis
are supposed to prefer. What are these "Painya"-style, almost ankle length, garishly
decorated, feminine dress-type churidars? But then I see pics of Ronodeep in the latter --
and I think the whole Bengali culture is being "Painya"-fied at a dizzyingly fast rate.

Ronodeep smiled at this rant: clearly the professor was taking a break from his math
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problems. He wrote back: Keep up with the culture or be left behind. Vedanta advices
pragmatism: there is nothing holy about either khaddar or a sherwani.

This reference to Vedanta was an ongoing, private joke between them: the professor was
an avowed atheist and bristled at the mention of Vedanta.
Sure enough, a couple of minutes later, the Professor wrote back:

Will you stop with the Vedanta stuff? All this Atman-Batman stuff is making me dizzy.
At any rate, it is probably wise to stay away from these garishly decorated, silky
"sherwanis".

Ronodeep smiled at this outburst and wrote back:
So now you are a fashion advisor: my advice to you: don't quit your day job.

This was a popular comeback: a couple of their mutual friends hit “like” within a few
minutes. Ronodeep was elated.

He turned his attention to the girls sitting next to him. They were getting pretty animated
about something. Ronodeep heard a few more F words and listened harder. The girls were
complaining about their parents:

“Can you believe my freaking dad?” one of the girls was saying. “I needed new tires and
brakes. It was only 900 dollars. 900 freaking dollars! And he refused to pay it: I had to put
it on my credit card!” Her friend made some noise that signified disgust and the first girl
went on” And would you believe what they did? They redid their summer room for like
100 thousand dollars! They got these freaking tiles from Spain that were some kind of
marble and each tile was like a freaking 500 dollars! And they needed 100 tiles! Can you
believe this shit! And he would not pay me my freaking 900 dollars!” As these entitled
girls drank expensive wine and bitched about how miserable their lives were and how
messed up their parents were, Ronodeep could not help but think of the illusory quality of
the world we live in. Half way across the world, he knew people that shut off the
refrigerators their US-living kids had bought for them because they did not want to waste
electricity.

Ronodeep could not help smiling as his food arrived. He had splurged because his
company was paying for the meal: He had ordered grilled lamb chops on a bed of arugula
and Romesco, some spicy Eggplant Caponata with basil and parsley, some Grilled
Hanger Steak with Black Truffle vinaigrette and some Jamon (the Spanish word for ham)
and Chicken Croquettes. The tapas came in dainty portions on small dishes: the
crispiness of the croquettes complimented the soft caponata and the grilled meat was
fabulous. The bread was crisp on the outside and soft and chewy on the inside and tasted
heavenly when dipped in extra virgin olive oil. Even the dessert: a small portion of
hazelnut chocolate icecream on a small brownie was impeccable. The whole dinner, with

22



tips cost $78 dollars: that money could have fed a village in Africa for a month. Such is
life.

His phone buzzed again. Ronodeep saw that Ronen had replied to an early query. It turns
out that Ronodeep’s son Raj was part of a league where they had to research a real life
problem in addition to programming robots for a competition. This year, the topic was on
natural disasters. After a lot of background reading, Raj’s team had decided to design a
cholera detection kit: cholera could be a major problem as a sequelae to natural disasters
like floods. The team’s problem was that they could not find experts who could give them
feedback on the exact needs regarding cholera detection. Ronodeep had looked around
and found this guy: Ronen. Ronen was a doctor from India who had then obtained a PhD
from Harvard. Ronodeep knew that Ronen was involved in relief efforts in the Sundarban
area: Ronodeep had even donated to the NGO that Ronen was involved with. Now it was
time to call in the favor. Surely Ronen could help Raj and his team: give them some
direction.

The news was bad, however. Ronen said that he had not dealt with cholera in a while:
that he was not upto speed regarding cholera epidemiology etc etc. It seemed like a cop
out. Damn! Ronodeep briefly considered if he should contact Ronen’s wife: she was on
very good terms with Ronodeep: perhaps she could change Ronen’s mind? No. He
needed her for something else: he was hoping that she would summarize what modern
and post-modern literature was all about: Ronodeep would never have the time to read up
on that by himself: he needed her to give him an overview. Raj’s team would have to find
someone else. Hmm.

The girls were about to leave. The bartender shook hands with them elaborately:
Ronodeep watched as they went through the flirting motions. “You should come here on
Saturday” the bartender said. “There are a lot of people here.”

“O we love Tapas” said one girl. “We will be back for more. If we come on Saturday, can
you get us in?” A few sentences later, she said” My ex-boyfriend used to be a bartender
too”. “Hint, Hint!”, thought Ronodeep. He wondered why the second generation, rich,
spoilt girl would be interested in a black bartender. Curiosity? Or are we truly living in a
race neutral society?

As Ronodeep was paying his own bill, he overheard the girls struggling with how to
calculate their tip. “15% is really hard to calculate” one of the girls was saying. “You find
10% and then double it. There.... Wow...that seems like a really high tip, but I guess that
should be right”.

Ronodeep did not care to hear more of these girls and their problems. He slid off his
barstool and headed towards the bathroom. As he passed the kitchen, he glanced in. One
of the waitresses was holding a pumpkin upto her chest and crying:” Woo Hoo!”” One of
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the cooks was laughing and saying: “You wish
stopped dead in their tracks. Ronodeep moved on.

Then they both saw Ronodeep and

As he headed back to his hotel, Ronodeep passed a bar. There was a blues band playing,
some people were huddled in the front, red cups in hand, swaying slightly. Ronodeep
considered for a second if he should go in. “Nah!” he thought. “I have to get up early
tomorrow.”

“Strange is the world we live in”, he thought as he settled into bed. He dreamt that the
girls were dancing with the bartender at the blues bar. Then they got cholera and died
slowly: he saw Raj counting the dead bodies: they were all square numbers!
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